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Circular No. 29/2005 
 
TEN:1/5 
TEN:32/4/15 
 
 
To all Owners, Managers  
and Representatives 
of Ships under the Cyprus Flag                                                                             06 October 2005 
 
 
 
 
Subject: Certificates of Competency Issued by the Government of Ukraine 
 
 
 
Following a Port State Control Inspection of a Cyprus flag ship which was manned with 
Ukrainian Officers, it was recorded as a deficiency, that some of the Ukrainian 
certificates of competency were for “Deep Sea Navigator” and some of them were for 
“Short Voyage Navigator”. The aforementioned led to ambiguity whether “Short Voyage 
Navigator” was equivalent or not to Officer in Charge of a Navigational Watch in 
accordance with Chapter II/1 of STCW 78 Convention as amended. 
 
Consequently, we brought the above mentioned subject to the attention of the Ukrainian 
Authorities which they have clarified the matter in the attached letter. Thus, “Short 
Voyage Navigator” is equivalent to Officer in Charge of a Navigational Watch in 
accordance with Chapter II/1 of STCW 78 Convention as amended. 
 
 
In case you employ Ukrainian officers, you are requested to keep at all times a copy of 
the attached letter on board of your ships to avoid possible inconvenience from Port State 
Control Inspectors. 
 
The Department will be at the disposal of Owners, Managers and anyone concerned with 
the matter for any explanations and clarifications they may require. 
 
 
 
 
 
Serghios S. Serghiou 
Director 
Department of Merchant Shipping 
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cc  Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Communications and Works 

Maritime Offices of the Department of Merchant Shipping abroad 
Inspectors of Cyprus ships 
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Diplomatic Missions and Honorary Consular Officers of the Republic of Cyprus 
Cyprus Shipping Council 
Cyprus Union of Shipowners 
Cyprus Bar Association 
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