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Circular No. 32/06 
 
TEN 5.13.09, TEN 4.28.02.7 
 
 
28 December 2006 
 
To all Owners 
Managers, Representatives and Masters 
of vessels flying the Cyprus flag. 
 
Subject: International Convention for the Control and Management of Ship’s 
Ballast Water and sediments, 2004 
 
On 22 September 2005 the International Maritime Organization (IMO)   issued circular 
BWM.2/Circ.1 whereby  all Member Governments were informed about the Brazilian 
national legislation on Ballast Water Management for Ships, as requested by the 
Government of Brazil. 
 
In its communication to the IMO, the Government of Brazil informed that its national 
legislation, which was based on IMO´s Resolution A.868 (20) and the International 
Convention for the Control and Management of Ship’s Ballast Water and sediments, as 
adopted by the IMO in February 2004, would be applicable to all ships that carry out 
ballast water discharge operations in Brazilian jurisdictional waters  from the 15 October 
2005. 
 
In subsequent communications, the Brazilian Authorities have postponed the date of 
application until the 30th December 2006 (BWM.2/Circ.5). 
 
Ships intending to discharge ballast water in Brazilian jurisdictional waters must follow 
the Brazilian requirements as stipulated in the annex of the IMO circular BWM.2/Circ.1. 
 
The Brazilian Authorities will monitor compliance with their National legislation, 
through the inspection of the Ballast Management Plan and the Ballast Water Reporting 
Form of every ship.  A copy of the latter has to be sent to the relevant Agency, twenty-
four hours prior to the estimated time of arrival. 
 
As from 30 December 2006, the Brazilian Authorities will only accept BWM Plans if 
they have been approved by the Flag Administration or the Classification Society acting 
as a Recognized Organization, or by the Classification Society of the Vessel. 
 
The BWM Plan is required by Regulation B-1 of the International Convention for the 
Control and Management of Ship’s Ballast Water and sediments, 2004 which is not yet in 
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force and  has  not  been  ratified  by Cyprus and has to be approved taking into account  
the guidelines contained in Resolution A.868(20).  
 
In view of the fact that Cyprus is not yet a signatory to the International Convention 
for the Control and Management of Ship’s Ballast Water and sediments, 2004, it 
does not approve BWM Plans and has not authorized anyone of its Recognized 
Organizations to approve these plans on its behalf.  
 
This Administration however, has no objection, in case Cyprus ships intending to 
perform ballast water discharge within Brazilian jurisdictional waters, opt to have BWM 
Plans onboard, as provided by regulation B-1 of the International Convention for the 
Control and Management of Ship’s Ballast Water and sediments, 2004,  and following 
the guidelines developed by IMO (Resolution A. 868(20)), which have been approved by 
the ship’s Classification Society.  
 
 
 
 
S.S.Serghiou 
Director 
 
CC: Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Communications and Works 
       Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
       Maritime Offices of the Department of Merchant Shipping abroad 
       Diplomatic Missions and Honorary Consular Officers of the Republic 
       Cyprus Shipping Council 
       Union of Cypriot Shipowners 
       Cyprus Bar Association 
       Recognised Organizations     
 
Attachments:   BWM.2/Circ.1 Dated 22 September 2005 

BWM.2/Circ.3 Dated 07 February 2006 
BWM.2/Circ.5 Dated 17 August 2006 
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Ref. T5/1.22 BWM.2/Circ.1∗ 
  22 September 2005 
 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE CONTROL 
AND MANAGEMENT OF SHIPS� BALLAST WATER 

AND SEDIMENTS, 2004 
 
 

Communication received from the Administration of Brazil 
 

 
A communication has been received from the Administration of Brazil concerning the 

mandatory national legislation pertaining to requirements for ballast water exchange. 
 

 At the request of the Administration of Brazil, the above-mentioned communication annexed 
hereto is circulated to Member States for their information and future action as appropriate. 
 
 
 
 

***

                                                 
∗ To facilitate prompt identification, circulars related to the status of BWM Convention will be issued under the symbol 

(BWM.1/Circ.�) and circulars related to technical aspects of ballast water management will be issued under the 
symbol (BWM.2 /Circ�.).   
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Ref. T5/1.22 BWM.2/Circ.3 
 7 February 2006 
 

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE CONTROL 
AND MANAGEMENT OF SHIPS� BALLAST WATER 

AND SEDIMENTS, 2004 
 
 

Additional information on Brazilian national legislation  
on ballast water managements for ships  

 
 
 A communication has been received from the Administration of Brazil concerning additional 
information on Brazilian national legislation on ballast water managements for ships.  

 
 At the request of the Administration of Brazil, the above-mentioned communication annexed 
hereto is circulated to Member States for their information and future action as appropriate. 
 
 
 
 

*** 
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